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THE EFFECT OF THE AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE ON OF
THE WELFARE OF RURAL POPULATION

Rural areas occupy 90% of the country's territory, with over 31.5% of the rural
population. Providing of conditions for the integrated development of rural areas for
the benefit of society involves rational formation of competitive multidisciplinary and
multidisciplinary agriculture, diversified rural economy, favourable living
environment based on the growth of human and social capital and development of
partnership between the state and business [1].

The success of rural development depends on a complex of interrelated factors
and requires considerable efforts. Generally, the goal and outcome of sustainable
development is the welfare, which, according to the International Commission for the
Measurement of Economic and Social Progress, includes material living standards
(income, consumption and wealth); health; education; personal interests and
activities, including labour; the right of political voice and governance; social
relationship and interrelations; the environment (current and future state); safety
(both economic and physical) [2].

The world experience convinces successful activities of the Extension Services
operating in more than 130 countries throughout the world.

In Ukraine, agricultural extension system, which is to provide information and
educational support for implementation of these objectives, is formally declared at
the state level, but the effective practical mechanism of functioning of this system has
not been developed.

Agricultural extension enables both to establish effective direct and feedback
links within the system “State — Agrarian Science — Agrarian Education — Agrarian
Production — Rural Population” between the sources and recipients of information,
suppliers and consumers of resources, collectors and taxpayers and to set the goal of
improvement of the well-being of a person, rural dweller and employee as a leading
one. In our opinion, such dominationis an essential condition for the success of the
science, education and production and the state as a whole.

Achievement of the set goals and fulfilment of the specified objectives in the
leading countries of the world are ensured by the corresponding infrastructure of
agricultural extension, which includes information, consulting, training and
innovation subsystems.
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Information is one of the main economic resources, and therefore its search,
timely gaining by the consumer in the most receptive form is a priority task in the
nearest future.

Information services provided by the agricultural extension services, according
to the practical experience of extension services, should cover the following issues:

— informing about the state agricultural policy and mechanisms for its
realization;

—technologies of livestock and crop production;

— agrarian management, agrarian marketing, business planning, accounting;

— regulation of land ownership and property relations; legal support of economic
activity;

— leadership, social activity, economic development, social infrastructure,
rational nature management.

The advisory subsystem of agricultural extension services is intended to assist
consumers in the form of science-based guidelines provided by the agents. This will
enable to solve their specific existing problems as well as to expect that the same or
similar problem in the future will either be foreseen and prevented orresolved by the
consumer independently without the agent’s re-assistance.

Educational elements of consulting do not provide the effect that can be ensured
by the process of direct learning. Without additional knowledge, the consumer of
extension services cannot predict, prevent or resolve problems that are different from
those that have already helped solved under assistance of the agetns.

Extension service can provide one more effect that is also of great importance,
in particular, expansion and practical implementation of innovations, modern
advances in science, technologies, i.e.functional support of innovative development
of rural areas. This function is performed by the innovative subsystem of agricultural
extension service.
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