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DEVELOPMENT AND CONSUMPTION OF ORGANIC 

PRODUCTS AROUND THE WORLD 

“Organic” is a labeling term that denotes products produced under the 

authority of the Organic Foods Production Act. The principal guidelines 

for organic production are to use materials and practices that enhance the 

ecological balance of natural systems and that integrate the parts of the 

farming system into an ecological whole. 

Organic food is produced by farmers who emphasize the use of 

renewable resources and the conservation of soil and water to enhance 

environmental quality for future generations.  Organic meat, poultry, eggs, 

and dairy products come from animals that are given no antibiotics or 

growth hormones.  Organic food is produced without using most 

conventional pesticides. 

Organic production is not simply the avoidance of conventional 

chemical inputs, nor is it the substitution of natural inputs for synthetic 

ones. In organic production, overall system health is emphasized, and the 

interaction of management practices is the primary concern [8]. 

Organic production is a holistic system designed to optimize the 

productivity and fitness of diverse communities within the agro-

ecosystem, including soil organisms, plants, livestock and people. The 

principal goal of organic production is to develop enterprises that are 

sustainable and harmonious with the environment. 

Organic foods are foods produced by organic farming. While the 

standards differ worldwide, organic farming in general features cultural, 

biological, and mechanical practices that foster cycling of resources, 

promote ecological balance, and conserve biodiversity [10].  

Currently, the European Union, the United States, Canada, Mexico, 

Japan and many other countries require producers to obtain special 

certification in order to market food as organic within their borders. In the 

context of these regulations, organic food is food produced in a way that 

complies with organic standards set by national governments and 
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international organizations. Although the produce of kitchen gardens may 

be organic, selling food with the organic label is regulated by 

governmental food safety authorities, such as the US Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) or European Commission. 

The general principles of organic production, from the Canadian 

Organic Standards (2006) with amendments in 2008, 2009 and 2011, 

include the following: 

1. Protect the environment, minimize soil degradation and erosion, 

decrease pollution, optimize biological productivity and promote a sound 

state of health. 

2. Maintain long-term soil fertility by optimizing conditions for 

biological activity within the soil. 

3. Maintain biological diversity within the system. 

4. Recycle materials and resources to the greatest extent possible 

within the enterprise. 

5. Provide attentive care that promotes the health and meets the 

behavioral needs of livestock. 

6. Prepare organic products, emphasizing careful processing, and 

handling methods in order to maintain the organic integrity and vital 

qualities of the products at all stages of production. 

7. Rely on renewable resources in locally organized agricultural 

systems [4]. 

More and more organic products are landing in the shopping baskets 

of German customers. The trade achieved a record figure of 7 billion EUR 

(+6 %) in 2012. However, the growing areas are increasing at a less 

dynamic rate. The organic share of the growing area increased to 6.2 % in 

the same year according to the Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture and 

Consumer Protection (BMELV) in Berlin. 

Germany’s neighbour France is preparing to continue the rapid and 

mostly two-figure organic growth of the past years – with state support. In 

June 2013 in France was presented to the public program “Ambition Bio 

2017” by French Minister of Agriculture.  As in the past five years, the 

organic growing area is to double again by the end of 2017 and the 

domestic consumption of organic products is to increase. The number of 

organic farmers has more than doubled between 2010 and 2014 from 

12,000 to 24,500 and the number of processors and retailers has also 

developed very positively – from 6,400 to 12,300 [9]. 
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 After several years of stagnation at some 1.1 million ha, the organic 

area in Italy grew again in 2013 by 6.4 % to reach 1,167,362 ha. The total 

number of organic players in the market was just under 50,000 farmers and 

companies. This is 3 % up on the previous year. Sales in the organic sector 

are also increasing continuously. In the first four months of 2014 alone, 

sales of processed organic products in supermarket chains rose by 

8.8 % [7]. 

Market experts say Poland’s organic market has recently grown by 

some 20 – 25 % a year. The biggest organic food and health food chain in 

Poland is Organic Farma Zdrowia (Organic Farm Health). According to 

CEO Sławomir Chłoń, sales in the first half of 2014 grew by 8.5 % to 4.8 

million EUR.  

Organic products are not only highly popular in Europe, but on the 

international scene too. As shown by current figures from the US Organic 

Trade Association (OTA), Washington D.C. (USA), organic sales in the 

United States were up slightly more than 10 % last year. The Organic 

Industry Survey published by OTA put sales at 31.5 billion US dollars [1]. 

Asian organic food market is growing at an estimated CAGR of 20.6 

percent from 2010 to 2015. Japan leads the Asian countries in terms of 

organic food consumption with nearly 54 percent of the share in 2012. 

Ukrainians are increasingly switching to environmentally friendly 

products, according to the newspaper “Vesti”. The total growth of organic 

product sales in Ukraine in 2014 is estimated to be of around 15%.  If last 

year the domestic market of organic products in Ukraine reached 12.2 

million Euro, up by more than 50% compared to 2012 (7.9 million Euro), 

this year  predict sales to reach 14 million Euro. In 2012, Ukraine has 

already had about 164 certified organic farms that cultivate more than 

278,800 hectares of farmland. A more favorable job organic sector 

Ukraine restrains inadequate institutional support. Today state support for 

the development of the organic sector declared only several regulations, 

the main ones are: the Law of Ukraine “On the production and circulation 

of organic agricultural products and raw materials” [3]. 

So the development of the market of organic products in any country 

is based on legislative, regulatory and financial juristic providing state 

support. Organic production is the key to a healthy lifestyle. 
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